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THE CONCEPT 

What are the hidden stories of museum objects? How do subjective museum experiences become shared? 
 
Object Affinity is a workshop for Oxford postgraduates and early career researchers interested in interdisciplinary explorations of 
image-making, identity, permanence, space, materiality, and social relationships. By using objects in the Ashmolean Museum 
collections as prisms through which to project and explore individual research interests, Object Affinity seeks to connect 
researchers across a wide range of disciplines. The workshops emphasise innovative storytelling practices, playful collaboration 
and cross-disciplinary discussion in order to generate new ways of thinking about engagement with museums and their collections. 
 
For its second series, Object Affinity will examine a group of Assyrian stone reliefs. At once symbolic and utilitarian, these 
exceptional sculpted reliefs from the palaces of Nimrud and Nineveh (900-600 BC) were highly communicative objects in their 
original contexts and continue to exert a strong narrative presence in the museum gallery. How are the complex relationships 
between patron and image or between image and viewer indexed in these reliefs? What kinds of stories, histories and ideas are 
encoded in the figures, the material or the museum display itself? Object Affinity’s four-part workshop series (detailed below) 
will explore themes of visuality and materiality; knowledge and power; relationships between image and text; and issues of scale, 
situation and historical context. 
 
THE WORKSHOP 

The workshop sessions will be held in weeks 2, 4, 6 and 8 of Hilary Term. We will engage directly with the Assyrian reliefs and 
with other researchers in informal settings.  
 

PART 1 – Expert subject lecture and object examination (Ashmolean Museum, Friday, 30th January 2015, 2 - 5 pm) 
The initial session comprises a subject lecture on Nimrud and Nineveh palace reliefs by Dr Paul Collins, Jaleh Hearn Curator of 
the Ancient Near Eastern at the Ashmolean Museum. This informal talk will allow us to closely examine the Assyrian reliefs and 
introduce a basic understanding about their ancient contexts, iconography and the history of their discovery. 
 
PART 2 – Objects in a new contexts (Magdalen College, Thursday, 12th February 2015, 11 am - 1 pm) 
The second session takes place outside the museum and examines an Assyrian relief at Magdalen College. The session will 
include a guided visit and a discussion on how space, context and representation affect individual engagement with objects.  
 
PART 3 – Presentations and discussion (School of Archaeology Lecture Room, Friday, 27th February 2015, 9am - 12 pm) 
In the third session, we will present our reflections on the Assyrian reliefs by way of our own research interests through short (7.5 
minute) Powerpoint presentations followed by moderated discussions. The presentations will be in an ‘Ignite’/’PechaKucha’ 
inspired format - comprised of 15 slides at 30 seconds each (for examples, google ‘Pecha Kucha’ or ‘Ignite talks’).  
 
PART 4 –Connecting collections; engaging visitors (Ashmolean Museum, Friday, 13th March 2015, 2 - 5 pm) 
Using themes developed through workshop dialogues, we will work collaboratively to produce visual ‘gallery trails’ to connect 
the Assyrian reliefs to other objects in the Ashmolean collections. Participants may also be invited by the Ashmolean to develop 
these ‘trails’ for public use during Trinity term.  
 
 
HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

Please send us a short statement (up to 250 words) outlining your discipline, department and year of study, and describing what 
interests you want to explore during the workshop. Send your statement to objectaffinity@gmail.com by Friday, 5th December 
2014 Because of the collaborative nature of this workshop, prospective participants must be able to attend all four sessions. 
Participants will be notified by 12th December 2014. 
 


